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were pleading for expensive new programs. The budget process illustrates once again the 
constant tension for members of Congress between being responsive to local or particular 
interests, supporting the party leadership, and at the same time trying to make laws in the 
interest of the nation as a whole.

Other differences between the House and the Senate include the division of power 
on impeachment of public figures such as presidents and Supreme Court justices. The 
House impeaches, or charges the official with “Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes 
and Misdemeanors,” and the Senate tries the official. Both Andrew Johnson and Bill 
Clinton were impeached by the House, but in both cases the Senate failed to find the 
president guilty of the charges brought by the House. In addition, only the Senate is 

Differences House Senate

Constitutional

Term length

Minimum age

Citizenship required

Residency

Apportionment

Impeachment

Treaty-making power

Presidential appointments

2 years

25

7 years

In state

Changes with population

Impeaches official

No authority

No authority

6 years

30

9 years

In state

Fixed; entire state

Tries the impeached official

2/3 approval

Majority approval

Organizational

Size

Number of standing committees

Total committee assignments per 
member

Rules Committee

Limits on floor debate

435 members

23

Approx. 6

Yes

Yes

100 members

16

Approx. 11

No

No (filibuster possible)

Electoral, 2012

Average winners spent

Average losers spent

Most expensive campaign

Incumbency advantage

$1,567,379

$540,022

$21,197,801

90% reelected

(92.8% 54-year average)

$11,474,362

$7,434,819

$49,496,249

91% reelected

(81.7% 54-year average)

Sources: Roger H. Davidson, Walter J. Oleszek, and Frances E. Lee, Congress and Its Members, 13th ed. (Washington, D.C.: 
CQ Press, 2012), 44,187; Federal Election Commission data compiled by the Center for Responsive Politics, “Election 
Stats 2010,” www.opensecrets.org/bigpicture/elec_stats.php?cycle=2010.
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